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1 . THIS IS TO ALERT YOU THAT OUR VIETNAM NEGOTIATIONS 
PRESS LINE, HAVING SERVED REMARKABLY WELL FOR 9 
DAYS, IS FRAYING. UPI HAS CARRIED TWOSTORIES IN LAST 

12 HOURS REPORTING CONTACTS WITH VIETNAMESE. KEY PORTION 
OF TODAY'S STORY IS AS FOLLOWS: 

2. BY NICHOLAS DANILOFF, WASHINGTON, UPI: "THE CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION HAS ASKED NORTH VIETNAM TO RECEIVE A HIGH- 
LEVEL U.S. DELEGATION - POSSIBLY INCLUDING SEVERAL 
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CONGRESSMEN - BUT HAS RECEIVED NO RESPONSE, INFORMED 
SOURCES SAID TODAY; 

THE SOURCES SAID THE PROPOSED MISSION WOULD BE TO SEEK A 
FULL ACCOUNTING OF U.S. SERVICEMEN MISSING IN ACTION, AND 
TO OPEN UP DISCUSSION ON MENDING RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
NATIONS. 
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A SPOKESMAN IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S BUREAU OF EAST ASIAN 
AFFAIRS DECLINED COMMENT, APPARENTLY BECAUSE THE REQUEST 
TO HANOI STILL IS CONSIDERED HIGHLY SENSITIVE BY THE NEW 

ADMINISTRATION. 

HOWEVER, THE REPORT WAS CONSISTENT WITH PRESIDENT CARTER S 
PLEDGE FRIDAY TO SEND A DELEGATION TO NORTH VIETNAM." 

3. IN TODAY'S (FEBRUARY 17) BRIEFING I WAS QUESTIONED AT 
SOME LENGTH. PARTICULARLY BY MARVIN KALB, ON AUTHENTICITY 
OF THESE REPORTS. BY PRIOR AGREEMENT WITH WHITE HOUSE 

I HELD STRICTLY TO LINE THAT STATE DEPARTMENT HAD 
NOTHING TO ADD TO WHAT PRESIDENT SAID FEBRUARY 11, BUT 
OBVIOUSLY COULD NOT GIVE CATEGORICAL DENIALS. ALTHOUGH 
FEW HARD FACTS HAVE BEEN REVEALED, PRESS CAN ONLY CONCLUDE 
THAT SOMETHING IN PARIS IS INDEED GOING ON AND WILL NO 
DOUBT PROBE FURTHER ON HILL AND ELSEWHERE. WHICH LEADS 
US TO NEED FOR NEW TACTICS AND FRESH PRESS GUIDANCE. 

4. DICK HOLBROOKE HAS RAISED THESE DEVELOPMENT WITH 
DEPSEC CHRISTOPHER AND NSC (AARON), SUGGESTING THAT WHITE 
HOUSE ADDRESS SUBSTANTIVE PROBLEM OF HOW TO PROCEED 
NEXT, WHICH WOULD PROBABLY INVOLVE PRESIDENTIAL DECISION. 
HOPEFULLY THIS WILL BE DONE IN NEXT 24 HOURS. IN THE 
INTERIM, BOTH WE AND WHITE HOUSE WILL STICK WITH OLD 
GUIDANCE. WILL ADVISE YOU SOONEST WHEN NEW LINE IS 
DEVELOPED. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 037317 TOSEC 020091 

HARTMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, MIA, FOREIGN RELATIONS, TOSEC, VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 17-Feb-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE037317 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: FZBROWN:SP 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770057-0825 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770229/aaaabahs.tel 

Line Count: 98 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: eeafffc4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05-Apr-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

SAS ID: 3288235 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VIETNAM NO. 12 

TAGS: SOPN, OVIP, VS, (VANCE, CYRUS R) 

To: SECRETARY 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/eeafffc4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



